
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II  — 10:15 A.M.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2023

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Welcome to St. John’s! We invite you to help create the experience of silence before our service. Our hope is to calm 

our hearts as we prepare to enter into an intensity of shared presence.

Prelude Cantilene Religieuse         T. Dubois

All rise at the sound of the church bell. 

Hymn 348, standing Lord, we have come at your own invitation             O QUANTA QUALIA

Presider Blessed be our God.
People For ever and ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day
Presider  The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray.
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
You may be seated. 

The First Lesson: Exodus 4:1-17
Then Moses answered, ‘But suppose they do not believe me or listen to me, but say, 
“The LORD did not appear to you.” ’ The LORD said to him, ‘What is that in your hand?’ He 
said, ‘A staff.’ And he said, ‘Throw it on the ground.’ So he threw the staff on the ground, and 
it became a snake; and Moses drew back from it. Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Reach out 
your hand, and seize it by the tail’—so he reached out his hand and grasped it, and it became 
a staff in his hand— ‘so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their ancestors, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.’
Again, the LORD said to him, ‘Put your hand inside your cloak.’ He put his hand into his 
cloak; and when he took it out, his hand was leprous, as white as snow. Then God said, ‘Put 
your hand back into your cloak’—so he put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it 
out, it was restored like the rest of his body— ‘If they will not believe you or heed the first 
sign, they may believe the second sign. If they will not believe even these two signs or heed 
you, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground; and the water 
that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.’
But Moses said to the LORD, ‘O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor 
even now that you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of 
tongue.’ Then the LORD said to him, ‘Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them mute 
or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now go, and I will be with your mouth and 
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teach you what you are to speak.’ But he said, ‘O my Lord, please send someone else.’ Then 
the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and he said, ‘What of your brother Aaron 
the Levite? I know that he can speak fluently; even now he is coming out to meet you, and 
when he sees you his heart will be glad. You shall speak to him and put the words in his 
mouth; and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach you what you shall 
do. He indeed shall speak for you to the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you 
shall serve as God for him. Take in your hand this staff, with which you shall perform the 
signs.’

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Attendite, popule              J. Goss
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PENTECOST 18A

Psalm 78: Part 1 Attendit.e, popule 

173 C. Hylton Stewart 

176 

Setting 1: #173-175; setting 2: #176-178. 

1 Hear my teaching, 1 0 my 1 people; * 
incline your 1 ears tothe 1 words of my 1 mouth. 

2 I will open my 1 mouth parable; * 
I will declare the 1 mysteries of 1 ancient 1 times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our 1 forefathers have 1 told us, * 

we will not 1 hiae 1 from their 1 children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the 1 ofthe 1 LORD, * 

and the wonderful I works I he has I done. 

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a 1 law for 1 Israel, * 

which he com1manded them to 1 teach their 1 children; 

6 That the generations to come might know, 
and the children 1 yet un1born; * 

that they in their turn might 1 tell it 1 to their 1 children; 
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7 So that they might put their 1 trust in 1 God, * 
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but 1keep 1 his com1mandments; 

8 And not be like their forefathers, 
a stubborn and * 

a generation whose heart was not steadfast, 
and whose 1 spirit 1 filihful to 1 God. 

9 The people of Ephraim, 1 armed with the 1 bow, * 
turned 1 back i:;;the 1 day of 1 battle; 

10 They did not keep the 1 covenant of 1 God, * 
and re1fused to 1 his 1 law; 

11 They for1got what 1 done, * 
and the 1wonders 1 he had 1 shown them. 

12 He worked marvels in the 1 sight of their 1 forefathers, * 
in the land of 1 Egypt, i:;;th'e 1 field of 1 Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and 1 let them pass 1 through; * 
he made the 1 stand 1 up like 1 walls. 

14 He led them with a 1 cloud by 1 day, * 
and all the night 1through of1fire. 
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15 He split the hard 1 rocks i;;th'e 1 wilderness * 
and gave them drink as 1 from the 1great 1 deep. 

16 He brought streams 1 the 1 cliff, * 
and the 1 gushed 1 out like 1 rivers. 

tl 7 But they went on 1 sinning a1gainst him,* 
rebelling in the desert a1gainst the 1Most 1 High. 
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The Second Lesson: Philippians 2:1-13
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it 
is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn 339, standing Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness   SCHMÜCKE DICH

Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32, standing
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 
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So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things.
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly 
I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him.

Presider The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon          Mairi Graham-Shaw
Silence and stillness are kept after the sermon. 

The Nicene Creed, standing

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People, standing

Intercessor In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Intercessor      For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People             For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Intercessor       For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People             For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Intercessor       For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Intercessor       For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People             For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Intercessor       For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Jeff and Laura, our Bishops and Kate, our 
Priest; and for all bishops and other ministers;

People             For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
Intercessor       For the special needs and concerns of this congregation and those who suffer 

from sickness, grief or trouble, especially Charlie Alford, Kathy Arthur, Bill 
Bevan, Jinny Buracchi, Connie Cliffe, Sandra and Tony Custodio, Roger Deakin, 
David Evangelisti, Robert Gabelman, Nancy Gould, Glenn Jacobsen, Yolanda 
Lowe, Chris Miller, Ann Parko, Joan Squelia, Donna Stutts, Kathy Wesch, Patty 
Yale and those we now name either silently or aloud _____.

                        Silence may be kept. 
                        Lord, we pray;
People              That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Intercessor       Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
                Hear us, Lord; 
People             For your mercy is great.

Intercessor       We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
The People add their own thanksgivings

Intercessor       We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People             And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Intercessor       We pray for all who have died, especially Harry DeBenedet, that they may have a 
place in your eternal kingdom.
The People add their own petitions
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Intercessor       Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People             Who put their trust in you.

Presider         Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: 
Help us to ask only what accords with your will; and those good things which 
we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 Confession of Sin
Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
The people kneel as able. A moment of reflective silence is kept.

People Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen.

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace, standing
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you!
People And also with you!
Then the ministers and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Welcome and Announcements

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

Offertory Sentence
Presider  Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. 
The congregation’s offering for the mission and ministry of the church is received. Please be seated. 

Anthem Adoramus te, Christe         T. Dubois
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Presentation, standing
The congregation’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are presented and placed on the Holy Table. Weekly 
donations to the Shoreline Pantry are placed before the Altar.

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer 3, Enriching Our Worship                            

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through 
Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You 
laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You 
brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy 
One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars 
sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

Sanctus S-128 Holy, Holy, Holy     W. Mathias

The people stand or kneel, as the Presider continues
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people 
to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of 
promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of 
your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to 
the glory you intend for us. 
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We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink 
this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” And so, remembering all that was done 
for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, 
and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we 
acclaim you, O Christ: 

Presider and People
Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us 
the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a 
people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the 
fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through 
Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our 
God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

Presider and People  
Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 

Presider And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

The Lord’s Prayer, said by all

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
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Fraction Anthem S-166 Jesus, Lamb of God            G. Near

The Invitation to Communion
Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. Holy things for holy people. Take them 

in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving.

All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table to receive Holy Communion or a blessing. For a blessing, place 
your hands across your chest. Gluten-free bread is available for those requiring it. Please indicate this by holding 
one arm across your chest. If you are unable to come forward, ask an usher or someone nearby to request that 
communion be brought to you.

Hymn When we walk with the Lord     J. H. Sammis/D. B.Towner
from Lift Every Voice And Sing (LEVAS) 
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The Prayer after Communion, standing
Presider  Let us pray. 

People God of abundance, 
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors, as requested
Presider In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 

those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and 
blood. 

People We, who are many, are one body, for we all share one bread, one cup.

Blessing, standing
Presider Let us depart from this place in peace, and as we go on our way, forget not those 

who are poor,  pray for those who are sick, make no peace with oppression, and 
love one another in God as Christ has loved us, and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

Hymn 477, standing All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine ENGELBERG

The Dismissal, standing

Presider Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Postlude-Cantique         T. Dubois
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CLERGY & PARISH STAFF
The Rev. Kate E. Wesch, Rector
Chelsea DiDonato, Parish Administrator & Communications 
Director
Anthony Pandolfe, Jr., Director of Music
Mairi Graham-Shaw, Intern for Liturgy & Preaching
Christina Rutland, Seminarian Intern
Manuel Matute, Sexton
Dayle Larson, Bookkeeper

VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONALS
Allison Fresher, Liturgical Coordinator & Serving Ministry
Bill Scharfenstein, Building and Grounds
Greg Perruccio, Stewardship Chair
Dave Rogers, Treasurer 

VOLUNTEER MINISTRY LEADERS
Nancy Haslam, Prayer Shawl Ministry
Mary Bowers & Paulette Rider, Rummage Sale
Marlene Going, Weekly Food Collection
Stephanie Patterson, Altar Guild
Peggy Tuttle, Pastoral Care Card Ministry
Jennifer Miller, Meal Ministry
Ernie Brainard, Candle Master 
Nat Eddy, Outreach Committee

YEAR OF THE BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Tuesday Mornings 10:00-11:00 AM, Parish Hall
Tuesday Evenings 5:30-6:30 PM, Parish Hall 
Thursdays (Zoom) 2:00-3:00 PM, Epiphany and St. 
John’s Group

OUTREACH PARTNERS
Mary Bowers Shoreline Soup Kitchen and Pantries
David Evangelisti Middlesex Habitat for Humanity
Ed Shyloski & Charlie Walden Ministry to Veterans and Active Military Personal
Jenifer Grant Sister Cities Essex Haiti
Jim Myslik The Witness Stones Project
Karen van der Horst Nursing Ministry
Rhode van Gessel A Sacred Place

VESTRY
Dan Evangelisti, Warden; Scott Konrad, Warden; Anne Littlefield, Vestry Clerk; Dave Rogers Treasurer; Carol Beisser, Nat Eddy, 

Sandy Loether, Jim Myslik, Stephanie Patterson, Ellen Pfarr, Patti Pickering, Patricia Pittsinger, Rob van der Horst

Serving Today at 10:15 A.M. 

Organist & Choir Director Anthony Pandolfe, Jr.
Liturgical Coordinator & Verger Allison Fresher
Verger Ernie Brainard
Ushers & Greeters Darrell Jones & Rob van der Horst
Lector Bill Bennett
Eucharistic Minister & Crucifer Deborah Jones
Eucharistic Minister & Intercessor Allison Fresher
Videographer Alex Pichs
Altar Guild Carol Beisser & Kirsten Wendell
Counters Bill Chatman & Ken Ewell
Preacher Mairi Graham-Shaw
Presider The Rev. Kate E. Wesch

WORSHIP & STUDY TIMES
SUNDAYS | Holy Eucharist — 8 & 10:15 AM
“Come As You Are” Worship Service — 5 PM

TUESDAYS | Bible Study — 10:00 AM/5:30 PM
THURSDAYS | Zoom Bible Study — 2:00 PM
WEDNESDAYS | Morning Prayer — 10 AM

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3 Cross Street,/(P.O. Box 422) Essex, CT 06426

860.767.8095 | www.stjohnsessex.org
The Rev. Kate E. Wesch (Rector) | kate@stjohnsessex.org/860.767.8095 ext. 12

Chelsea DiDonato (Parish Administrator) | chelsea@stjohnsessex.org/860.767.8095 ext. 10
Anthony Pandolfe Jr. (Music Director)| anthony@stjohnsessex.org/860.767.8095 ext. 17

Allison Fresher (Liturgical Coordinator) |allison@stjohnsessex.org 

http://www.stjohnsessex.org
mailto:kate@stjohnsessex.org
mailto:chelsea@stjohnsessex.org
mailto:anthony@stjohnsessex.org
mailto:allison@stjohnsessex.org

