THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II — 10:15 a.m.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2024

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Welcome to St. John’s! We invite you to help create the experience of silence before our service. Our hope is to calm
our hearts as we prepare to enter into an intensity of shared presence. To ensure newcomers feel welcomed, position
prompts are provided throughout our bulletins. If standing or kneeling is uncomfortable for you, please know it is
fine to remain seated.

Prelude Improvisation on Du Lebensbrot, Herr Jesu Christ A. Pandolfe

All rise at the sound of the church bell.

Hymn 493, standing O for a thousand tongues to sing AZMON
Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

You may be seated.

Isaiah 35:4-7a
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth
in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the
thirsty ground springs of water;

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.



The Psalm is sung by the Choir. Please remain seated.
Psalm 146 Lauda, anima mea T. Norris

1 Hallelujah!

Praise the LORD, O my soul! *

I will praise the LORD as long as I live;

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
for there is no help in them.

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish.

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the LORD their God;

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.

7 The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The LORD loves the righteous;

the LORD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9 The LORD shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

The Second Lesson: James 2:1-10, 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if
a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine
clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,”
or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with
evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the
world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love
him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who
drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over
you? You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the
law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it. What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but
do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and



one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply
their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn 603, standing When Christ was lifted from the earth ST. BOTOLPH

Holy Gospel: Mark 7:24-37, standing
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone
to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an
unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now
the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of
her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s
food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat
the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left
your daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee,
in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from
the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking
up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately
his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them
to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to
hear and the mute to speak.”

Presider The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Rev. Wilbur “Wilk” Miller

Silence and stillness are kept after the sermon.

The Nicene Creed, standing

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People, standing

Intercessor Dear and gracious God, creator of the universe and architect of life,
increase our compassion and gratitude for all you have given to us, as we
offer our prayers and thanksgivings.

Open our ears to hear the wisdom of the poor and alienated, so that our
faith may increase, and our generosity expand; Lord, in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Grant integrity to lawyers and judges, legislators and corporate leaders,
that through the honest execution of their responsibilities a renewal of
trust may prevail in the governments and institutions of the world; Lord,
in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Arouse the zeal of the Church, that we may be a baptizing community,
bringing others into the fellowship of the holy and undivided Trinity, and
equipping them to bear witness to the liberating love of Jesus; Lord, in
your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Stay with those who labor for their daily bread, that all people might
receive a fair wage, healthy working conditions, and the opportunity for
advancement; Lord, in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor In thanksgiving for teachers who tend to the formation of our children;
may they work with enthusiasm and creativity, as they equip our young
people for the challenges of an ever-changing world; Lord, in your mercy,



People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

Intercessor

Hear our prayer.

For those in this and every nation called to protect the common good and
preserve peace; that they may find fulfillment in their service and be
granted the safety of your almighty hand; Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For those who have died, especially remembering Dorothy Wilson and
Eileen White; that they may take their place in the eternal fellowship of
the Lamb’s high feast; Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For those who are poor, sick, hungry, or oppressed, and for those who are
in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially, Jen Benevento,
Jinny Buracchi, Connie Cliffe, Tony Custodio, Roger Deakin, Margie
Faulkner, Sherley Furgueson, Pedro Frigola, Raymond Guarino, Nancy
Gould, Tom Hackett, Mindy Hoffman, Chris Miller, Marguerite Quigley,
Dorothy Rider, Jerry Williams and those we now name either silently or
aloud.

Silence

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the
multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who
turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and one another.

The people kneel as able. A moment of reflective silence is kept.

People

Presider

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.



The Peace, standing

Presider The peace Christ be always with you!

People And also with you!

Then the ministers and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Welcome and Announcements

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

Offertory Sentence
Presider Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts.

The congregation’s offering for the mission and ministry of the church is received.

Anthem God be in my head H. W.Davies

God be in my head, And in my understanding; God be in mine eyes, And in my looking; God be in my mouth, And in my
speaking; God be in my heart, And in my thinking; God be at mine end, And at my departing.

Presentation, standing
The congregation’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are presented and placed on the Holy Table. Weekly
donations to the Shoreline Pantry are placed before the Altar.

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.

The people stand or kneel, as the Presider continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

4

me.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Presider continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Presider And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer, said by all

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem S-166 Jesus, Lamb of God G. Near
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Je -sus, re-deem-er of the world: give us your peace.

The Invitation to Communion

All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table to receive Holy Communion or a blessing. For a blessing, place
your hands across your chest. Gluten-free bread is available for those requiring it. Please indicate this by holding
one arm across your chest. If you are unable to come forward, ask an usher or someone nearby to request that
communion be brought to you.
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Post Communion Prayer, standing
Presider Let us pray.
People God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;

you have united us with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors, as requested

The Blessing, standing

Hymn 375, standing  Give praise and glory unto God DU LEBENSBROT, HERR JESU CHRIST

The Dismissal, standing

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
People Thanks be to God.
Postlude Toccata in F Major, BuxWV 157 D. Buxtehude

St. John'’s Essex maintains a OneLicense.net license (#711931-A) for the reproduction of music that is under copyright.
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Liturgical Lesson

Pravyers of the People

Through the Last Day after Pentecost on November 24, 2024, we will use Prayers of the People written by
Bishop Geralyn Wolf. From 1996 - 2005, Bishop Wolf wrote intercessions for the House of Bishops. Later,
she composed the intercessions we are using; these intercessions are keyed to the themes of the Revised
Common Lectionary. Since these prayers are aligned with our readings and Psalms, they will change each
Sunday during the remaining weeks of Ordinary Time.

In her introduction to the body of her intercessions, Bishop Wolf offers us the following guidance about
Prayers of the People:

First and foremost, the intercessions, or Prayers of the People, are prayers. We offer God the concerns we hold in
common not only with our own communities but also with the wider Anglican Communion and the global family.
They speak of our entire dependence upon God, and our faith that through the death and resurrection of Christ, all
things become possible. We invite God’s will to reshape our own, and even though we may not receive what we ask
for, we trust that we will receive all that is necessary to live a life empowered by faith.

A few words of caution: Intercessions are prayers, not notices: they are public, not private or personal revelation;
they are communal in scope, not an opportunity to advocate a particular political conviction, or to take sides on an
issue. One of the chief goals of liturgical prayer is to unite us in Christ, who calls us into the love of the Godhead.

It is inappropriate for a member of the parish to interpolate some particular concern of the congregation into an
intercession, as it distracts from the flow and can distort the intention of the petition. Once again, this is why each
set of intercessions invites those worshiping to add their own petitions at the end.

After completing our Year with the Bible program, we thought praying intercessions aligned with
Scripture would be especially meaningful. We hope they enrich your worship experience at St. John’s.

Altar Flowers

Today'’s altar flowers are given by Leigh Dorrington in memory of Harry and Arlene Dorrington, and the 80 years
since their wedding.
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CLERGY & PARISH STAFF
The Rev. Carol Gadsden, Interim Co-Pastor
carol@stjohnsessex.org/860-767-8095 x.12

The Rev. Wilk Miller, Interim Co-Pastor
wilk@stjohnsessex.org /860-767-8095 x.12

Chelsea DiDonato, Communications Director & Parish
Administrator

chelsea@stjohnsessex.org/ 860.767.8095 x. 10
Anthony Pandolfe Jr., Director of Music & Organist
anthony@stjohnsessex.org/ 860.767.8095 x.17
Allison Fresher, Minister of Worship Life
allison@stjohnsessex.org

Meghan Wrinn, Program & Events Coordinator
meghan@stjohnsessex.org

Mairi Graham-Shaw, Intern for LiturQy & Preaching
mairi@stjohnsessex.org

Christina Rutland, Seminarian Intern
christina.rutland@vale.edu

Manuel Matute, Sexton
Davle Larson, Bookkeeper

VOLUNTEER MINISTRY LEADERS

Nancy Haslam, Prayer Shawl Ministry
Marlene Going, Weekly Food Collection
Stephanie Patterson, Altar Guild

Peggy Tuttle, Pastoral Care Card Ministry
Jennifer Miller, Meal Ministry

Ernie Brainard, Candle Master

Paulette Rider, Outreach Committee

Jan Perruccio, Newcomers Committee

VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONALS

Bill Scharfenstein, Building and Grounds

Greg Perruccio, Stewardship Chair

Dave Rogers, Treasurer

Clio Coles, Assistant Treasurer

Shawn Honan, Investment Oversight Committee

VESTRY Scott Konrad, Warden; Sandy Loether, Warden; Anne Littlefield, Vestry Clerk;
Dave Rogers Treasurer; Carol Beisser, Lois Blood Bennett, Tony Custodio, Nat Eddy,

Wesley Henry, Stephanie Patterson, Patti Pickering, Rob van der Horst, Kevin Walsh

a—

WORSHIP

SUNDAYS | Holy Eucharist — 8:00 & 10:15 a.m.
WEDNESDAYS | Midweek Holy Eucharist — 12:00 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3 Cross Street, / (P.O. Box 422) Essex, CT 06426

860.767.8095 | www.s’g'ohnsessex.org
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