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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Welcome to St. John's! We are glad you have joined us today. Everything you need is in this leaflet or the blue Hymnal 1982
found in the pew. We invite you to prepare for worship in silent prayer during the prelude, and we encourage you to participate
throughout this liturgy in singing the hymns and service music and saying the portions in bold type. Prompts are provided for
you to stand, sit, or kneel where appropriate and as you are able.

Prelude First Religious Suite for Organ: Advent Pietro Yon

I. Rorate Coeli

II. Veni Emmanuel
III. Veni Domine
IV. “Ave Maria”

Welcome and Announcements, seated

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Celebrant  Come and gather, O People of God!

People Let us gather at the House of the Lord!
Celebrant We await the Word, who will lead all nations.
People We await the One who will guide us in Peace.
Celebrant  Let us - in peace - kindle the light of the Lord.

All rise at the sound of the church bell.
Hymn 68 “Rejoice! rejoice, believers” Llangloffan

Celebrant  Blessed are you, holy and living one.
People You come to your people and set them free.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie Missa De Sancta Maria Magdalena H. Willan
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

You may be seated.
Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

Lector The Word of God for the people of God.
People Thanks be to God.



The Psalm is sung by the choir. A cantor sings the antiphon at the beginning, then the congregation and
choir immediately repeat it, singing it again where indicated; a cantor sings the verses to plainchant.

Psalm 122 Laetatus sum Plainchant Tone 1.2
Antiphon
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"Be - hold, he comes, our God___ and Sav - ior,"

11 was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the Lord."

2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself; [Antiphon]

4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you. [Antiphon]

7 Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good.” [Antiphon]

Romans 13:11-14

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

Lector The Word of God for the people of God.
People Thanks be to God.



Sequence, standing as able “Send Out Your Light” Dianne Zandstra

Holy Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will
be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have
let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an unexpected hour.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Maggi Dawn
Silence for reflection
The Nicene Creed, standing as able

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.



Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Celebrant

Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to remain faithful as we prepare for the coming of
our Maker and Redeemer.

Reader

That God’s reign may come with justice and mercy, let us pray:
God, help us to be justice-seekers.

That God may establish among the nations righteousness and peace, let us pray:
God, help us to be peacemakers.

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures and recognize him in the breaking of the bread,
let us pray:
God, strengthen us for your service.

That God may bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick, and raise up all who have fallen,
especially those we name... let us pray:
God, grant us grace to pray for those in need of our prayers.

That the light of God’s coming may dawn on all who live in sorrow and the shadow of death,
remembering all who have died, especially those we name...let us pray:
God, help us comfort those who mourn.

That, with all the saints in light, we may shine forth as lights for the world, let us pray:
God, shine in us and through us.

Silence is kept.



Celebrant

Almighty God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to seek and to save the lost;
so may he come again to find in us the completion of his redeeming work; for he now lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and one another.
The people stand, kneel, or sit as able. A moment of reflective silence is kept.

People Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace, standing as able

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always be with you.
People And also with you.

The ministers and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
You may be seated following the exchange of the Peace.

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
Offertory Sentence

Offertory Anthem Word, that goest forth on high Robert Lehman (b. 1960)

O Word that goest forth on high from God’s own depths eternally,
who in these latter days wast born for succor to a world forlorn.



The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 1, Enriching Our Worship

Celebrant People
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful to give you thanks, all holy God, source of life and fountain
of mercy. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore,
joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we life our voices
with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus from Missa De Sancta Maria Magdalena H. Willan
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The people may remain standing or you may kneel or sit as is your preference.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for
all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself
freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and people

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as
Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your children, that with all
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

A Celebrant
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And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem from Missa De Sancta Maria Magdalena H. Willan
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world: grant us peace.
The Invitation to Communion
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All are welcome at God's table no matter where you are in your walk with Christ. If you need gluten-free bread,
simply ask the priest. If you prefer to receive a blessing, indicate that by crossing your hands over your chest when
you come to the altar rail. The first chalice following the bread is for you to drink the wine. The second is if you

choose to dip (or intinct) the wafer in the wine. If you are unable to come forward for any reason, ask an usher or
someone nearby to request that communion be brought to you.

Communion Hymns

Hymn 61 “Sleepers, wake! A voice astounds us” Wachet Auf
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Hymn “The streets in silence lie” Maggi Dawn
Steadily
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Your love  will hold us fast, un - til the fu — ture is re — vealed.
Your love  will hold us fast, un - til we see your face a — gain.
Your love  will hold us fast, un - til our. voi - ces sound your praise.

Prayer after Communion, standing

Celebrant Let us pray.

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim
your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our
Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
Hymn 57 “Lo! he comes, with clouds descending” Helmsley

The Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ
People Thanks be to God.
Postlude First Religious Suite for Organ: Advent Pietro Yon

V. Toccata on “Creator alme siderum”

St. John's Essex maintains a OneLicense.net license (#711931-A) for the reproduction of music that is under copyright.
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St. John's Prayer List
Holding each other’s joys, sorrows, and concerns before God in prayer is a spiritual practice that
characterizes our life together at St. John's. In our worship services, we pray each other’s prayers together.
Outside of our time together many parishioners make it part of their daily lives to pray the prayers of the
parish community. You are invited to participate in your own way.

Thanks be to God

for all God's good gifts to us;

for Philip Coles and his beautiful handiwork in creating our Advent wreath;

for our ecumenical and interfaith partners in this region;

for the pledging generosity of members of this congregation for 2026;

for those discerning a call to serve this community more deeply;

for all the blessings of our lives, and for the faith, fellowship, and ministries of this parish
community;

Your prayers are requested

for a path to sustained peace in Israel and Palestine;

for an end to political and hate-fueled violence in our public spaces;

for the elected leaders of the United States that they will govern with wisdom, compassion,
and concern for the poor and outcast;

for all who have been illegally detained by ICE;

for lasting peace to come to areas of violence in our world, especially Israel-Palestine, Ukraine,
Sudan, and Congo;

for an end to gun violence in this country and the courage for each of us to work toward that
end;

for all LGBTQI+ people who face bias and violence each and every day;

for members and friends of the parish who are sick, sorrowful, or in any kind of trouble,
including Eileen Aiken, Ed Birch, Jinny Buracchi, Connie Cliffe, Bea Comstock, Tony Custodio,
Roger Deakin, Sherley Furgueson, Jeff Going, Nancy Gould, Jenifer Grant, Nancy King,
Marguerite Quigley, Dorothy Rider, Peggy Tuttle, Karen van der Horst, Gary Young

Please note that any names on the prayer list will remain for a period of one month. At the end of each
calendar month, the list will be cleared. If you would like to continue to have a name on the list, please
contact the office after the first of the month.

for the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, including Christ Church, Middle Haddam
for the Anglican Communion, including The Anglican Church of Australia

We commend to God’s never-failing care

those who have died, remembering especially Glenn Butler and Richard Lammlin; the dead in
the ongoing violence in Sudan; in gun violence around this country; those who are dying in
climate-related disasters; immigrants who have died seeking a better life; those who have died
in ongoing war in Ukraine; in areas of conflict around the world; and for U.S. civilians and
service personnel who have died in the line of duty;

and all whom we love but see no more.
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Altar Flowers
The altar flowers this morning are in thanksgiving for the life of Howard G. Title, Jr.,
by his wife Peggy Tuttle.

This Morning at St. John’s

9:00 a.m. | Advent Wreath Making
Gather in the Parish Hall as we begin Advent by creating beautiful wreaths together. Whether you come
on your own or with family, this hands-on tradition is a meaningful way to enter the season with
intention. All materials are provided—bring garden shears or extra greens if you have them!

11:45 a.m. | St. John’s Speaker Series
Beginnings and Endings: Preparing for Advent with Professor Maggi Dawn
We welcome Prof. Maggi Dawn as she guides us into Advent through its themes of hope, preparation,
and holy transition. Come for an engaging conversation that will inspire your journey through this
sacred season.

Giving Tree
Begins - Sunday, November 30
The Giving Tree returns! Help local families this Christmas by fulfilling Christmas wishes. The program
begins on Sunday, November 30. You may grab a tag or two in the Parish Hall.

Please return all gifts to St. John's by Sunday, December 14, and they will be delivered to Middletown
and our local Essex Social Services. Gifts can be left in the office or near the Christmas tree in the Parish
Hall.

Please sign out your tag on the clipboard with your contact information, and please DO NOT wrap your
gifts. A gift bag with loose tissue paper is perfect.

Morning Bible Study - 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall
Advent Bible study
Our next Speaker Series presenter is the Rev. Dr. Maggi Dawn, a British musician, theologian, writer,
and priest, who will help us prepare for Advent and Christmas with a discussion of her re-released
book, "Beginnings and Endings (and what happens in between): Daily Bible Readings from Advent to
Epiphany." For the first three Tuesdays in Advent, we will read portions of this book and discuss
its themes.

The book is available in the Parish Hall for a suggested donation of $15. Please make checks payable to
St. John's with “Advent Book” in the memo, or place cash in an envelope clearly marked with a note.
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Advent Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 14 at 5:00 p.m.

Join us for a candlelit service of scripture, choral music, and hymns that invite us into the hope and
anticipation of the Advent season. This beloved tradition offers a quiet, beautiful space to prepare our
hearts for the coming of Christ. A festive reception will be offered in the Parish Hall directly following the
service.

Liturgy of the Longest Night
Sunday, December 21 at 5:00 p.m.

A gentle, contemplative service for anyone carrying grief, stress, or heaviness during the holidays—or for
those who simply need a quiet place to rest in God’s presence.

Held near the winter solstice, this liturgy honors those for whom the season can feel dark or difficult. Come
to light candles, receive healing prayers, sit in stillness, and be held in community.

Shoreline Soup Kitchen and Pantries (SSKP):
Stuff-a-Cruiser at Ivoryton Illuminations
Deadline: Thursday, December 4

The holiday season is a time for gathering and sharing, yet many in our community struggle to afford even
basic foods. We invite everyone who is able to help by bringing nonperishable items from the Soup Kitchen
wish list each Sunday. Your past generosity has made a real difference, and the need continues.

This week and next week: All donations will be delivered to Ivoryton Illuminations on December 6 in
support of the Westbrook Food Pantry. The Essex Police will pick up our contributions for the Stuff-a-

Cruiser drive at the event.

Non-perishable food: Cereal, juice, soup, peanut butter, tuna, canned fruit, canned corn, pasta, pasta sauce,
oatmeal, white rice, dried beans, protein bars, breakfast items.

Non-food items: Reusable grocery bags, rubber gloves, Ziploc bags, garbage bags, paper plates, napkins,
utensils, hot/ cold cups, toilet paper, paper towels.

Other: $10-$20 gift cards to local food markets.

Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT): Advent Diaper Drive

St. John's is delighted to join the ECCT for this year’s Advent Diaper Drive—our shared “Baby Shower for
the Holy Family.” Throughout Advent, we will be collecting diapers to support The Diaper Bank of
Connecticut, which distributes 75,000 diapers each week to families struggling to make ends meet. With 1
in 2 Connecticut families unable to afford enough diapers to keep their babies clean and healthy, our
participation helps ensure every child has the basic care they deserve. All parishioners are invited to
contribute diapers of any size including adult diapers and period products as we prepare our hearts for
Christ’s coming by caring for our neighbors in need. Donations can be dropped off in the office or the back
of the church on Sundays in a box marked for the collegtion.




St. John’s Winter Accessories Drive

Help keep our community warm this winter! We're collecting all new winter hats, mittens, gloves, and
socks.

Please drop off your donations in the designated box located int he church entry (Narthex) on Main Street
by December 22. All items will be shared with guests of the Shoreline Soup Kitchen on the Tuesday before
Christmas Eve.

Gift Bag Assembly - Saturday, December 20 at St. John's

Mary Bowers will be assembling gift bags for St. John's Soup Kitchen guests. If you would like to be a part
of the assembly team, please contact Mary Bowers directly or Meghan Wrinn.

Thank you for your generosity this season!

Bill’s Blessings Thank You & Needs

Thank you to everyone who continues to support Bill’s Blessings—whether by volunteering your time,
donating through Amazon or Walmart, or dropping off supplies in person. Your generosity makes a real
difference each week. Our greatest need right now is laundry detergent, which we distribute at every Soup
Kitchen evening. Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors in such a meaningful way.

vBill’s Blessmgsv

Bill's Blessings was inspired by the selfless dedication of Bill « BarSoap Lotion
Bevan, a beloved parishioner and long time soup kitchen + Shampoo » Dish Soap
« Conditioner « Dish/Cleaning Sponges

volunteer at St. John's. Recognizing the unmet needs of our

community, we decided to transform an unused room in our * Halrt;rushes * Laundry Deltergent(az 07)
. A . e« C e« P Te
church undercroft into a small shop for those in need. This omos aPer owels
e . . o . . . « Toothpaste « Toilet Paper
initiative, named in Bill's honor, aims to provide basic .
N i « Toothbrushes ¢ Tissues
necessities and support to our guests. Although Bill has passed « Razors « Incontinence Products

away, his spirit of generosity lives on through Bill’s Blessings. « Shaving Cream

i ETREE]
o Amazon

Want to help out, but don’t know where to start? E?ﬁlﬂ Walmart ;
' A- Wishlist

Scan the QR codes with your smartphone to see the Bill's Blessings Wishlists! [ AR Wishlist

509 ﬁ@@@ﬁ
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CLERGY & PARISH STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Elaine Ellis Thomas, Rector
elaine@stjohnsessex.org / 860-767-8095 x.12

Chelsea DiDonato, Communications Director & Parish
Administrator
chelsea@stjohnsessex.org/ 860.767.8095 x. 10

Anthony Pandolfe Jr., Director of Music & Organist
anthonv@stjohnsessex.org/ 860.767.8095 x.17

Meghan Wrinn, Program & Events Coordinator
meghan@stjohnsessex.org

Manuel Matute, Sexton
Dayle Larson, Bookkeeper

VOLUNTEER MINISTRY LEADERS

Mary Bowers, Bill’s Blessings & Soup Kitchen Ministry
Nancy Haslam, Prayer Shawl Ministry

Marlene Going, Weekly Food Collection

Stephanie Patterson, Altar Guild

Peggy Tuttle, Pastoral Care Card Ministry

Jennifer Miller, Meal Ministry

Ernie Brainard, Candle Master

Nat Eddy, Outreach Committee

Sandy Loether, Newcomers Committee

VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONALS

Bill Scharfenstein, Building and Grounds

John Rogers, Treasurer
treasurer@stjohnsessex.org

Clio Coles, Assistant Treasurer

Charlie Walden, Investment Oversight Committee

VESTRY Wesley Henry, Warden; Jan Perruccio, Warden; Stephanie Patterson, Vestry

Clerk; John Rogers, Treasurer; Lois Blood Bennett, Linda Board, Tony Custodio, Leigh

Dorrington, Nat Eddy, Peter Holland, Patti Pickering, Jane Riggio, Kevin Walsh

£

L7

——

—

S

WORSHIP
SUNDAYS | Holy Eucharist — 8:00 & 10:15 a.m.
TUESDAYS | Bible Study — 10:00 a.m.
TUESDAYS | Midweek Holy Eucharist — 11:15 a.m.
WEDNESDAYS | Contemplative Prayer — 5:00 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3 Cross Street, / (P.O. Box 422) Essex, CT 06426

860.767.8095 | www.stjohnsessex.org
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