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ABOUT ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS

The service of Nine Lessons and Carols began in the year 1880. It was started by Bishop 
Edward White Benson of Truro (in Cornwall) as a way to attract crowds of Christmas 
wassailers around the city away from the pubs and into the Church. He was successful 
bringing a crowd of over 400 to the first formal service. After Bishop Benson was appointed 
as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1883, the service began to gain wide popularity around 
England most notably by the service held at King's College Cambridge.

In 1918 the Dean of King’s College Chapel, Eric Milner-White, employed the Chapel Choir 
to offer the service every year. Later, as the Dean of York, he created A Procession with 
Carols on Advent Sunday for use at King’s College, Cambridge, and based it on his earlier 
Lessons and Carols for Christmas. In his preface to this new service, Milner-White wrote: 
“In the old English liturgies, the Advent Offices made a preparation for the coming of our 
Lord to this earth far more vivid and eager than those of our present Prayer Book. So an 
Advent Carol Service, if without precedent, is not without suitability, if it helps to express 
‘the desire of all nations and ages.’” In 1928, the BBC began broadcasting the service 
annually on the radio, and later in 1954 began to televise the service, making Lessons and 
Carols a tradition not just in England but across the world. 

Tonight we return to tradition as we partake in the service of Advent Lesson’s and Carols. 
The service will begin in darkness representing the beginning of our earth. As the text from 
Genesis “Let there be light” is read, candles will be lit from the back of the church to the 
front, representing the light of Christ coming upon the earth. The remainder of the service 
will take place in candlelight as is tradition around the world, creating an atmosphere of 
waiting and hoping as we await the coming of the Christ Child. The service will progress 
through beautiful scripture, hymns, and choir anthems containing poetry that creates a 
sense of yearning. We hope this time will bring you a rich sense of God’s love and presence 
this Advent season.

An Opportunity to Give
Your generous donation this evening goes to the Oil 
Fund which supports people in our communities who 
are struggling to heat their homes this winter. 
You are invited to place cash or a check donation in the 
basket at the back of the church or scan this QR code to 
donate online. 
As we enjoy this warm space, joyful music, and 
proclaim glory to God, let us share out of our 
abundance with others. Thank you.



ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
Welcome to St. John’s! We are glad you have joined us this evening. Everything you need is in this leaflet.  We invite you to 

prepare for worship in silent prayer during the prelude, and we encourage you to participate throughout this liturgy in singing 
the hymns and saying the portions in bold type. Prompts are provided for you to stand or sit  as you are able.

Voluntaries before the service

Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele                Georg Böhm (1661 – 1733)

All remain seated in silence as the lights are dimmed

Prelude on Es ist ein’ Ros’, Op. 122 No. 8            J. Brahms (1833 – 1897)

The lights are switched off and the Responsory is sung by the choir.

Matin Responsory “I look from afar”           Richard Shephard (1949 - 2021)
I look from afar: And lo, I see the pow'r of God coming, and a cloud cov'ring the whole earth. Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he 

that should come to reign over thy people Israel? High and low, rich and poor, one with another. Go ye out to meet him and say: Hear, O thou 
shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep: Tell us, art thou he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come: to reign 

over thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. I look from afar: And lo, I see the pow'r of God coming, and a 
cloud cov'ring the whole earth. Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?

A Bidding Prayer, standing as able

The Presider says from the back of the church

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see 
the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first 
days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and
let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; 
for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and 
within this city.

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name 
the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the 
lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord 
Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Let us also remember before God his pure and lowly Mother through whose obedience the Son 
of God took on human flesh. Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, 
but on another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one.
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And now, to gather all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ has taught 
us, saying:

Our Father; who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

As the words “Let there be light” are read from the first lesson, the congregation lights their candles.

The First Lesson: Genesis 1: 1-5, 14-15	 	 	 	 	             Karen Kaestle

“The creation of the earth”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The congregation stand as able and joins the choir for verses 2, 4, and 6 of the following hymn. 

Hymn “Creator of the stars of night”   Conditor alme siderum
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Advent 60 

*&"1, • • • • • • • • 
1 Cre a tor of the stars of night, 
2 In sor row that the an cient curse 

2- When this old world drew on toward night, 
4 At your great Name, 0 Je sus, now 
5 Come in your ho ly might, we pray, 

*6 To God the Fa ther, God the Son, 

*&1'1, • • • • • • • 6 

1 your peo pl e's ev er last ing light, 
2 should doom to death a u ni verse, 

_j_ you came; but not in splen dor bright, 
4 all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 
5 re deem us for e ter nal day; 
6 and God the Spi rit, Three in One, 

'&"" 
• • • • • • • • 

1 0 Christ, Re deem er of us all, 
2 you came, 0 Sa vior, to set free 

2- not as a mon arch, but the child 
4 all things on earth with one ac cord, 
5 de fend us while we dwell be low 
6 praise, hon or, might, and glo ry be 

'&l'b • II • • • • 6 • • 
I we pray you hear us when we call. 
2 your own in glo rious li her ty. 

2- of Ma ry, blame - less mo ther mild. 
4 like those in heaven,· shall call you Lord. 
5 from all as saults of our dread foe. 
6 from age to age e ter nal ly. 

Words: Latin, 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. 
Musk: Clmtlitm alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4 LM 
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The congregation is seated for the lesson and carol. 

The Second Lesson: Genesis 3: 1-15                                    Nat Eddy

“Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. 

Carol Adam Lay Ybounden    Boris Ord (1897-1961)
Words anonymous 15th century

Adam lay bounden, Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long. 
And all was for an apple, An apple that he took, As clerks finden Written in their book. 

Ne had the apple taken been, The apple taken been, Ne had never our lady Abeen heavené queen. 
Blessed be the time That Apple taken was, Therefore we mourn singen, Deo gracias!

The congregation stands as able to sing the hymn.
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Hymn “O come, O come, Emmanuel"                 Veni, veni, Emmanuel

The congregation is seated for the lessons and the carol that follows. 

The Third Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9            Allison Fresher    

“The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Carol “The Truth Sent from Above” Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
This is the truth sent from above, the truth of God, the God of love; therefore don’t turn me from your door, but hearken all both rich and poor. The 
first thing which I do relate, is that God did man create. The next thing which to you I’ll tell, woman was made with man to dwell. And we were 

heirs to endless woes, till God the Lord did interpose, and so a promise soon did run that he’d redeem by his Son. Thus he in love to us behaved, to 
show us how we must be saved; and if you want to know the way, be pleased to hear what he did say.

The Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11                 Tim Thomas   

“The Prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands as able to sing the hymn.

Hymn “Prepare the way, O Zion”          Bereden väg för Herran

The congregation is seated for the lesson and the carol that follows. 

The Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-15           Dan Evangelisti 

“God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as ‘God with Us’.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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I I r r r r I I = J I tJ j 
Greet One who comes in glo - ry, fore - told in sa -
Lift high yourpraise re - sound-ing, for grace and joy 
All lands will bow be - fore him, their voic - es will 

Refrain J I J r 1 r 
Oh, blest is Christ that came in God's most ho 

cred sto ry. 
a - bound - ing. 
a - dore him. 

ly name. 

II 

II 
Words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (b. 1920) 
Music: Bereden vag f0r Herran, melody from Thni Swenska Psalmboken, 1697 76. 76. 77 with Refrain 
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__L and when, as judge, thou draw - est nigh the se - crets 
4 0 let us not, for e - vii past, be driv - en 
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1 born for bless - fog to a world for lorn; 
2 day, all wrong de sires may burn a way; 
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4 more be - hold thee, love thee, and a dore. 
5 be from age to age e - ter - nal ly. 

Words: Latin, ca. 7th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1982 
Music: 0 Heiland, reiss, melody from Rheinfelsisches Deutsches Catholisches Gesanglmch, 1666 
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Carol And the Glory of the Lord from Messiah George Frideric Handel (1685 - 1759)
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: 

For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

The congregation stands as able to sing the hymn.

Hymn “Come, thou long expected Jesus”           Stuttgart

The congregation is seated for the lesson. 

The Sixth Lesson: Luke 1:26-38            Marlene Going    

“The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands as able to sing the hymn.
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Hymn “The angel Gabriel from heaven came”           Gabriel’s Message
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The congregation is seated for the lesson and the carol that follows. 

The Seventh Lesson: Matthew 1:18-23                  Max Cameron   

St. Matthew tells of the coming birth of the Saviour”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Carol Bethlehem Down     Peter Warlock (1894 - 1930)

The congregation stands as able to sing the hymn.

Hymn “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”             Winchester New

When He is King we will give him the King's gifts,
Myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown,
"Beautiful robes", said the young girl to Joseph
Fair with her first-born on Bethlehem Down.

Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight
Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold,

Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.

When He is King they will clothe Him in grave-sheets,
Myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown,
He that lies now in the white arms of Mary

Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down.

Here He has peace and a short while for dreaming,
Close-huddled oxen to keep Him from cold,

Mary for love, and for lullaby music
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.
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Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), 
after john Chandler (1806-1876); alt. 
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The congregation is seated for the lesson, responsory and carol that follow the 8th lesson. 

The Eighth Lesson: Mark 1:1-15           Chris Woodside   

“Jesus is baptized by John and proclaims the coming of the kingdom of God.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Welcome and Announcements

Voluntary at the Offering Vom Himmel kam der Engel Schar       Johann Heinrich Buttstedt 
    (1666 - 1727)

Vesper Responsory (Sung by the choir)           Richard Shephard (1949 - 2021)

We wait for thy loving kindness, O Lord,
in the midst of thy temple.
Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed.
tomorrow, go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord.
tomorrow, go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
tomorrow, go ye forth and the Lord, he will be with you.

A moment of silence is kept.

We wait for thy loving kindness, O Lord.
In the midst of thy temple.

Carol “Never weather-beaten sail”           Thomas Campion (1567 - 1620)

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore.
Never tired pilgrim's limbs affected slumber more,

Than my wearied sprite now longs to fly out of my troubled breast:
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest.

Ever blooming are the joys of Heaven's high Paradise.
Cold age deafs not there our ears nor vapour dims our eyes:

Glory there the sun outshines whose beams the blessed only see:
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my sprite to thee!
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The Collect, standing as able

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray.

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly expectation of thy coming; grant that we, who with 
joy receive thy only-begotten Son as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he shall 
come to be our Judge, even thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God world without end. Amen.

Blessing

Open wide, O Lord, the gates of heaven and visit thy people in peace; send forth thy Spirit from 
on high that their hearts may be uplifted unto thee; O Lord, who for our sake wast of a virgin 
born, make holy thy people and bless thine heritage; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and abide with you for ever. Amen.

Hymn 57        “Lo! he comes, with clouds descending”                   Helmsley
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Music: Helmsley, melody Augustine Arne (1710-1778) 87. 87 12 7 
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The Dismissal

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.

The people remain standing as the procession exits the church.

Voluntary Prelude and Fugue in A Minor, BWV 559     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

All are welcome to a reception in the Parish Hall following this evening’s service.
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CHRISTMAS AT ST. JOHN’S
All services are in person; to livestream the 10 p.m. service, please visit our YouTube Channel.

Christmas Eve | Wednesday, December 24

4:00 p.m. | Intergenerational Christmas Eve Service 
This Holy Communion service is designed for children (and adults) of all ages.

6:00 & 10:00 p.m. | Christmas Eve Service with Communion & Special Music 
Celebrate the birth of Christ at our festival Eucharist, open to all. The 10 p.m. service features 

Christmas carols led by the St. John’s Choir, and both services conclude with a candlelight 
singing of Silent Night.

Christmas Day | Thursday, December 25

10:00 a.m. | Christmas Service with Communion & Special Music 
All are welcome for a beautiful, simple service of Holy Eucharist to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus.

Liturgy of the Longest Night
Sunday, December 21 at 5:00 p.m.

A gentle, contemplative service for anyone carrying grief, stress, or heaviness during the 
holidays—or for those who simply need a quiet place to rest in God’s presence.

Held near the winter solstice, this liturgy honors those for whom the season can feel dark or 
difficult. Come to light candles, receive healing prayers, sit in stillness, and be held in 
community.

All are welcome. Bring a friend.

Greening of the Church
Sunday, December 21 following the 10:15 a.m. service:

Join us for the Greening of the Church as we come together to decorate our worship space 
with evergreens and festive adornments in joyful anticipation of Christmas. Please RSVP to 
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Christmas Flowers and Music Reminder
Deadline: Thursday, December 18

The Christmas poinsettias, evergreens, and special music that adorn our church each year 
help make the season truly beautiful. If you would like to make a donation in memory or in 
thanksgiving for a loved one, please fill out the Christmas Flowers & Music form—now easily 
accessible via the QR code in this bulletin. 

You may give online, mail a check to P.O. Box 422, Essex, CT 06426, or 
place your envelope in the offering plate. Please note “Christmas 
Flowers” or “Music” in the memo line and include the name of your 
honoree. All donations and information must be received by 
Thursday, December 18. For questions, contact the office at 
860-767-8095 ext. 10 or email chelsea@stjohnsessex.org.

Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT): Advent Diaper Drive 
Deadline: Sunday, December 21

St. John’s is delighted to join the ECCT for this year’s Advent Diaper Drive—our shared 
“Baby Shower for the Holy Family.” Throughout Advent, we will be collecting diapers to 
support The Diaper Bank of Connecticut, which distributes 75,000 diapers each week to 
families struggling to make ends meet. With 1 in 2 Connecticut families unable to afford 
enough diapers to keep their babies clean and healthy, our participation helps ensure every 
child has the basic care they deserve. All parishioners are invited to contribute diapers of any 
size including adult diapers and period products as we prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming 
by caring for our neighbors in need. Donations can be dropped off in the office or the back of 
the church on Sundays in a box marked for the collection.

Winter Accessories Drive 
Donate new hats, mittens, gloves, and socks by December 22 at Bill’s Blessings or the church 

office. Items will go to Shoreline Soup Kitchen guests.

Gift Bag Assembly – December 20 at 11:00 a.m. 
To help assemble gift bags, contact Mary Bowers or Meghan Wrinn.

Thank you for your generosity!

Shoreline Soup Kitchen & Pantries: Holiday Donations

Please consider bringing nonperishable food or needed household items each Sunday to 
support the Westbrook Food Pantry. 

Most-needed items include: Food: cereal, soup, peanut butter, tuna, canned fruits/
vegetables, pasta, rice, oatmeal. Non-food: reusable bags, paper goods, gloves, Ziplocs, 
garbage bags. Other: $10–$20 gift cards to local grocery stores.
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CLERGY & PARISH STAFF 	 	 	 	
The Rev. Dr. Elaine Ellis Thomas, Rector
elaine@stjohnsessex.org/860-767-8095 x.12

Chelsea DiDonato, Communications Director & Parish 
Administrator
chelsea@stjohnsessex.org/ 860.767.8095 x. 10

Anthony Pandolfe Jr., Director of Music & Organist
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VOLUNTEER MINISTRY LEADERS

Mary Bowers, Bill’s Blessings & Soup Kitchen Ministry
Nancy Haslam, Prayer Shawl Ministry
Marlene Going, Weekly Food Collection
Stephanie Patterson, Altar Guild
Peggy Tuttle, Pastoral Care Card Ministry
Jennifer Miller, Meal Ministry
Ernie Brainard, Candle Master
Nat Eddy, Mission and Justice Committee
Sandy Loether, Newcomers Committee

VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONALS

Bill Scharfenstein, Building and Grounds
John Rogers, Treasurer 
treasurer@stjohnsessex.org 
Clio Coles, Assistant Treasurer
Charlie Walden, Investment Oversight Committee

mailto:treasurer@stjohnsessex.org
http://www.stjohnsessex.org
mailto:chelsea@stjohnsessex.org
mailto:anthony@stjohnsessex.org
mailto:meghan@stjohnsessex.org

