THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
The Baptism of Our Lord
ST. JOHN'’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITEII — 10:15 A.M.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Welcome to St. John's! We are glad you have joined us today. Everything you need is in this leaflet or the blue Hymnal 1982
found in the pew. We invite you to prepare for worship in silent prayer during the prelude, and we encourage you to participate
throughout this liturgy in singing the hymns and service music and saying the portions in bold type. Prompts are provided for
you to stand, sit, or kneel where appropriate and as you are able.

Prelude This Endris Night Healy Willan (1880 - 1968)
Welcome and Announcements, seated

All rise at the sound of the bell.

Hymn 135 “Songs of thankfulness and praise” Salzburg
Opening Acclamation

Celebrant Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity.

People Glory to God for ever and ever.

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Canticle 13 S-236 Benedictus es, Domine John Rutter (1945)
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

You may be seated.
The First Lesson: Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;

he will bring forth justice to the nations.

He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;

a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.



He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,

who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;

I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.

I am the Lord, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.

See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;

before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

Lector The Word of God for the people of God.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29 Affect Domino
Sung by the choir
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
3
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8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.

9 And in the temple of the Lord *
all are crying, "Glory!"

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

The Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning
in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death
by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him
to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge
of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Lector The Word of God for the people of God.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn “Arise, shine, your light has come” Marty Haugen
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The Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened
to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am
well pleased.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Elaine Ellis Thomas
Silence for reflection.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment
to Jesus Christ?
People I do.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.



Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?

People I will, with God'’s help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God'’s help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People I will, with God'’s help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, protect and restore the beauty and
integrity of all creation?”

People I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his
grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Blessing of the Water

We praise you, loving God, for the gift of your Son Jesus. He was baptized in the River Jordan,
where your Spirit came upon him and revealed him as the Son you love. He sent his followers
to baptize all who turn to him. Now, O God, we ask you to bless this water, that those who are
baptized in it may be cleansed in the water of life, and, filled with your Spirit, may know that
they are loved as your children, safe in Christ for ever. Amen.

During the singing of the hymn, the Celebrant asperges the people, saying “Remember your baptism.”

Hymn 121 “Christ, when for us you were baptized” Caithness

Prayers of the People

Celebrant

O God, in your love you sent Jesus to walk among us as one of us, guiding us in the ways of
justice and truth. May the one born in a manger, the one who worked signs and wonders, guide
us with his grace.



Reader

Holy One, we rest in your goodness;
Guide us with your grace.

For your Church we ask:
Guide us with your grace.

For our world we ask:
Guide us with your grace.

For our communities we ask:
Guide us with your grace.

When we desire,
Guide us with your grace.

When we are afraid,
Guide us with your grace.

We offer these prayers of our hearts to you:
Silence is kept as the people add particular intercessions or thanksgivings.
Celebrant

O Holy Wisdom, direct us on your path. Make us worthy of your teachings and open our hearts
to accept your embrace, that we may serve you in peace and grace. Amen.

The Peace, standing as able

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always be with you.
People And also with you.

The ministers and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
You may be seated following the exchange of the Peace.

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
Offertory Sentence

Anthem Here Is The Little Door Herbert Howells (1892 - 1983)

Here is the little door,
lift up the latch, oh lift!

Bend low about His bed,
For each He has a gift;

We need not wander more,
but enter with our gift;
Our gift of finest gold.

Gold that was never bought or sold;
Myrrh to be strewn about his bed;
Incense in clouds about His head;

All for the child that stirs not in His sleep,
But holy slumber hold with ass and sheep.

See how His eyes awake,
Lift up your hands, O lift!
For gold, He gives a keen-edged sword.
(Defend with it thy little Lord!)

For incense, smoke of battle red,
Muyrrh for the honoured happy dead;
Gifts for His children, terrible and sweet;
Touched by such tiny hands,
and Oh such tiny feet.



Presentation

The congregation’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are presented and placed on the Holy Table.
Weekly donations to the Shoreline Pantry are placed before the Altar.

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have
caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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The people may remain standing or you may kneel or sit as is your preference.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”



After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for

the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting

to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your
Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood
of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable
to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.

L Celebrant People
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A-men.
Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

The Lord’s Prayer, said by all

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.
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Fraction Anthem “Be known to us” Gary James (b. 1957)
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The Invitation to Communion

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome at God's table no matter where you are in your walk with Christ. If you need gluten-free bread,
simply ask the priest. If you prefer to receive a blessing, indicate that by crossing your hands over your chest when
you come to the altar rail. The first chalice following the bread is for you to drink the wine. The second is if you
choose to dip (or intinct) the wafer in the wine. If you are unable to come forward for any reason, ask an usher or
someone nearby to request that communion be brought to you.

Hymn 116 “I come,” the great Redeemer cries” This Endris Nyght

Prayer after Communion, standing

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his

Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn 120 “The sinless one to Jordan came” Solemnis Haec Festivitas
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The Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.
Postlude Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

St. John's Essex maintains a OneLicense.net license (#711931-A) for the reproduction of music that is under copyright.

St. John'’s Prayer List

Holding each other’s joys, sorrows, and concerns before God in prayer is a spiritual practice that
characterizes our life together at St. John’s. In our worship services, we pray each other’s prayers together.
Outside of our time together many parishioners make it part of their daily lives to pray the prayers of the
parish community. You are invited to participate in your own way.

Thanks be to God

for Manuel Matute and his wife, Brigida, as they celebrate their marriage in Ecuador;

for Chelsea DiDonato for her almost-decade long service to this congregation;

for St. John's Military Ministry and all who contribute time and resources to its efforts;
for bringing us to the dawn of this New Year;

for the pledging generosity of members of this congregation for 2026;

for those discerning a call to serve this community more deeply;

for all the blessings of our lives, and for the faith, fellowship, and ministries of this parish
community;

Your prayers are requested

for Venezuela and those dealing with instability and an uncertain future;

for those grieving the death of loved ones;

for a path to sustained peace in Israel, Palestine, Russia, and Ukraine;

for an end to political and hate-fueled violence in our public spaces;

for the elected leaders of the United States that they will govern with wisdom, compassion,
and concern for the poor and outcast;

For all who have been illegally detained by ICE;

for lasting peace to come to areas of violence in our world, especially Sudan, and Congo;

for an end to gun violence in this country and the courage for each of us to work toward that
end;

for all LGBTQI+ people who face bias and violence each and every day;

for members and friends of the parish who are sick, sorrowful, or in any kind of trouble,
including Eileen Aiken, Ed Birch, Reginald Brulotte, Jinny Buracchi, Connie Cliffe, JoAnne
Connor, Bea Comstock, Tony Custodio, Roger Deakin, Evan Dorrington, Evelyn, Michael
Furgueson, Sherley Furgueson, Nancy Gould, Robert Henry, Ethel, Julia, and Jim Gribbins,
Hazel, Nancy King, Erin Kraten, Marguerite Quigley, Dorothy Rider, Leona Saovie, Dione Solan,
Peggy Tuttle, Gary Young;

Please note that any names on the prayer list will remain for a period of one month. At the end of each
calendar month, the list will be cleared. If you would like to continue to have a name on the list, please
contact the office after the first of the month.
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for the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, including Christ Church, Sharon;
for the Anglican Communion, including The Church of the Province of West Africa.

We commend to God’s never-failing care

those who have died, remembering especially Ron Noe and Renee Nicole Good; the dead in
Venezuela and in the ongoing violence in Sudan, Congo, Ukraine, Russia, Israel, and Gaza; in
gun violence around this country; those who are dying in climate-related disasters; immigrants
who have died seeking a better life; and for U.S. civilians and service personnel who have died
in the line of duty;

and all whom we love but see no more.

This Sunday’s Forum:
9:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall

St. John’s Military Ministry — Sunday, January 11

St. John's has long supported this effort to assist veterans in need with financial support and
other assistance. Come learn more about this important work.

Bible Studies and Midday Eucharist

Morning Bible study will resume this week on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, with the final three
chapters of “The Bible with and without Jesus.” This week, we will cover chapter four. New
participants are welcome, and a new study will begin in February.

Holy Eucharist continues on Tuesdays at 11:15 a.m. in the chancel (choir area) of the church.

Evening Bible Study will also return in the new year—details to follow.

2026 Stewardship Envelopes

The stewardship envelopes have arrived! If you didn’t indicate on your pledge card that you
would like envelopes this year or you don’t see your name, please let Chelsea know in the office
(860-767-8095 ext.10 or chelsea@stjohnsessex.org).

Pastoral Care & Altar Guild Training

Early in the New Year, Pastor Elaine will hold training for anyone interested in serving in the
following roles:

Altar guild, Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visitor, and Pastoral Visitor

If you are interested in any of these, or just curious, let Pastor Elaine know, and we will add you
to the list!
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Sunday Forum: To your Health — Sunday, January 18

Join us for an important presentation about stroke prevention and detection with Brad Fowler,
EMT and Stroke Educator for Middlesex Health. Strokes affect people of all ages, and
understanding what they are and what to do if you think you or someone you know is having a
stroke can make an enormous difference in outcomes.

"This presentation made me so much more aware about what to look for in myself and others when early
signs of stroke appear. I thought I knew what to look for, but I learned that there is much more to be
vigilant about and there a significant positive impact early detection by friends and family can have.”
Jan Perruccio, Warden

Staff Updates:

We are sorry to receive the news that our parish administrator, Chelsea DiDonato, has accepted
a new position closer to her home and will be leaving St. John's on January 16. We are planning
a farewell reception following the 10:15 a.m. service on Sunday , January 18 and hope that
you will plan to join us then!

Manuel Matute, our sexton, has been on holiday in his home country of Ecuador where he and
Brigida were married amongst their families and friends. Blessings and congratulations to the
happy couple!

Annual Meeting — Sunday, January 25 at 9:00 a.m.

St. John’s Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Sunday, January 25, at 9:00 a.m. in the
church, held between the morning services. This important gathering is an opportunity for our
parish family to reflect on the past year, celebrate our shared ministries, elect new leaders to
serve on the vestry, and look ahead to the work God is calling us to in the year to come. All
parishioners are encouraged to attend as we review reports, share updates, and take part in the
life and leadership of our community.

Vestry Nominations

Wesley Henry (Warden - 1-year term), Jan Perruccio (Warden - 1-year term), John Rogers
(Treasurer - 1-year term), Peter Holland (Secretary - 1-year term), Chip Goodrich (Member-at-
large, 2- year term), Donna Moeller and Pam DuPont (Member-at-large, 3-year term), Lois
Blood Bennett and Yolanda Lowe (2027 Delegates to Diocesan Convention).

Sunday Altar Flowers

There are many dates available for 2026! If you are interested in celebrating an anniversary,
birthday, or remembering a loved one with your church family, please contact Meghan Wrinn at
860-767-8095 or meghan@stjohnsessex.org. We invite guests to make a $150 donation when
reserving a date for commemorative altar flowers. Thank you.
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Dates available: February 1, February 8, February 15; April 12, April 19, April 26, May 3, May
10, May 17, May 31.

February 15th is the last available date for altar flowers until Easter. We do not adorn the altar
with flowers during Lent; we look forward to the resurrection on Easter, when flowers return. If
you would like to schedule a date between Easter and Advent, please contact the office.

Westbrook Food Pantry Needs

Please consider bringing nonperishable food or needed household items each Sunday to
support the Westbrook Food Pantry.

Most-needed items include:

Food: cereal, soup, peanut butter, tuna, canned fruits/ vegetables, pasta, rice, oatmeal.

Non-food: reusable bags, paper goods, gloves, Ziplocs, garbage bags.

Other: $10-$20 gift cards to local grocery stores.

vBill’s Blessmgsv

Bill's Blessings was inspired by the selfless dedication of Bill  BarSoap Lotion
Bevan, a beloved parishioner and long time soup kitchen * Shampoo + Dish Soap
volunteer at St. John's. Recognizing the unmet needs of our + Conditioner + Dish/Cleaning Sponges
» Hairbrushes « Laundry Detergent (32 02)

community, we decided to transform an unused room in our

. . . Combs Paper Towels
church undercroft into a small shop for those in need. This : * raperiow
e . o . . . » Toothpaste « Toilet Paper
initiative, named in Bill's honor, aims to provide basic .
N ) « Toothbrushes o Tissues
necessities and support to our guests. Although Bill has passed « Razors « Incontinence Products

away, his spirit of generosity lives on through Bill’s Blessings. « ShavingCream

Bva-o)
o7 m Amazon

Want to help out, but don’t know where to start? E!EGE' Walmart ;
g3 Wishlist

Scan the QR codes with your smartphone to see the Bill's Blessings Wishlists! ] B Wishlist

=/ ﬁ@@@ U
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CLERGY & PARISH STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Elaine Ellis Thomas, Rector
elaine@stjohnsessex.org / 860-767-8095 x.12

Chelsea DiDonato, Communications Director & Parish
Administrator
chelsea@stjohnsessex.org/ 860.767.8095 x. 10

Anthony Pandolfe Jr., Director of Music & Organist
anthonv@stjohnsessex.org/ 860.767.8095 x.17

Meghan Wrinn, Program & Events Coordinator
meghan@stjohnsessex.org

Manuel Matute, Sexton
Dayle Larson, Bookkeeper

VOLUNTEER MINISTRY LEADERS

Mary Bowers, Bill’s Blessings & Soup Kitchen Ministry
Nancy Haslam, Prayer Shawl Ministry

Marlene Going, Weekly Food Collection

Stephanie Patterson, Altar Guild

Peggy Tuttle, Pastoral Care Card Ministry

Jennifer Miller, Meal Ministry

Ernie Brainard, Candle Master

Nat Eddy, Mission and Justice Committee

Sandy Loether, Newcomers Committee

VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONALS

Bill Scharfenstein, Building and Grounds

John Rogers, Treasurer
treasurer@stjohnsessex.org

Clio Coles, Assistant Treasurer

Charlie Walden, Investment Oversight Committee

VESTRY Wesley Henry, Warden; Jan Perruccio, Warden; Stephanie Patterson, Vestry

Clerk; John Rogers, Treasurer; Lois Blood Bennett, Linda Board, Tony Custodio, Leigh

Dorrington, Nat Eddy, Peter Holland, Patti Pickering, Jane Riggio, Kevin Walsh

£

L7
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—
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WORSHIP
SUNDAYS | Holy Eucharist — 8:00 & 10:15 a.m.
TUESDAYS | Bible Study — 10:00 a.m.
TUESDAYS | Midweek Holy Eucharist — 11:15 a.m.
WEDNESDAYS | Contemplative Prayer — 5:00 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3 Cross Street, / (P.O. Box 422) Essex, CT 06426

860.767.8095 | www.stjohnsessex.org
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