
THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II  — 10:15 A.M.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Welcome to St. John’s! We are glad you have joined us today. Everything you need is in this leaflet or the blue Hymnal 1982 

found in the pew. We invite you to prepare for worship in silent prayer during the prelude, and we encourage you to participate 
throughout this liturgy in singing the hymns and service music and saying the portions in bold type. Prompts are provided for 

you to stand, sit, or kneel where appropriate and as you are able.

Prelude              Arioso           Daniel E. Gawthrop
                        (b. 1989)

Welcome and Announcements, seated         

All rise at the sound of the bell. 

Opening Hymn 401                     “The God of Abraham praise”                                                Leoni

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity.
People And blessed be God’s reign, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God S-280 Gloria in excelsis                                   R. Powell 



The Collect of the Day

Celebrant  The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 

 Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the 
love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in 
us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
You may be seated.

The First Lesson: Exodus 3:1-15

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, 
yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and 
see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come 
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down 
to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
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land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to 
me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: 
when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But 
Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has 
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to 
Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me 
to you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of 
your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
has sent me to you’:

This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c  Confitemini Domino
     Read responsively

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
and speak of all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgements of his mouth, 

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
O children of Jacob his chosen.

23 Israel came into Egypt, * 
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.

24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; * 
he made them stronger than their enemies;

25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, *
and dealt unjustly with his servants.

26 He sent Moses his servant, *
and Aaron whom he had chosen.

45 Hallelujah!
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The Second Lesson: Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for 
it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, 
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap 
burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Lector The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.   

Sequence Hymn 648   “When Israel was in Egypt’s land”                         Go Down, Moses        
 Standing as able

The Gospel:  Matthew 16:21-28

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at 
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This 
must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon         The Rev. Dr. Elaine Ellis Thomas

   Silence for reflection
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The Nicene Creed
Standing as able 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

As children of God, led by the Spirit, let us pray for the needs, hopes, and concerns of the world.

For peace from on high and for our salvation, 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of God, and for the unity 
of all, 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For this holy gathering and for those who worship with faith, reverence, and praise of God, 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For Sean, our presiding bishop; Jeff and Laura, our bishops; for priests, deacons, and all who 
minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God,
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For the world and its leaders, our nation and its people, 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For all those in need, the suffering and the oppressed, travelers and prisoners, 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For ourselves, our families, and those we love, 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
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For the sick and those who have asked our prayers, those on our parish prayer list, and those 
we now name silently or aloud…we pray,
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For those who have died, especially those we now name silently or aloud…we pray,
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Remembering all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God 
through Christ. 
To you, O Lord. 

Celebrant:  

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those we have asked aloud and those we hold in 
our hearts, in Jesus' name. Amen.

Confession of Sin

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The people stand, kneel, or sit as able. A moment of reflective silence is kept.

People Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace, standing as able 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always be with you.
People And also with you.

The ministers and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
You may be seated following the exchange of the Peace.

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
Offertory Sentence

Hymn 675    “Take up your cross, the Savior said”                          Bourbon  

   You may remain seated during the singing of the hymn.
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Presentation 

The congregation’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are presented and placed on the Holy Table. 
Weekly donations to the Shoreline Pantry are placed before the Altar.

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A
   Standing as able

Celebrant.    The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first 
day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life.Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:

Sanctus S-129 Holy, Holy, Holy         R. Powell

The people may remain standing or you may kneel or sit as is your preference.

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker and of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to

7



them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

The Lord’s Prayer, said by all

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem S-163 Jesus, Lamb of God         R. Powell
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The Invitation to Communion

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome at God's table no matter where you are in your walk with Christ. If you need gluten-free bread, 
simply ask the priest. If you prefer to receive a blessing, indicate that by crossing your hands over your chest when 

you come to the altar rail. The first chalice following the bread is for you to drink the wine. The second is if you 
choose to dip (or intinct) the wafer in the wine. If you are unable to come forward for any reason, ask an usher or 

someone nearby to request that communion be brought to you.

Communion Hymn 439        “What wondrous love is this, O my soul”            Wondrous Love             
 

Prayer after Communion, standing as able

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn 344              “Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing”                  Sicilian Mariners                                    

The Dismissal

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude      Postlude in D             Healy William
          (1880-1968)                                                                               

_____________________________________________________________________________________
St. John’s Essex maintains a OneLicense.net license (#711931-A) for the reproduction of music that is under copyright._____________________________________________________________________________________

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Bill, Toni, and Susan Huther by Allison and Brian Fresher.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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St. John’s Prayer List
Holding each other's joys, sorrows, and concerns before God in prayer is a spiritual practice that 

characterizes our life together at St. John’s. In our worship services, we pray each other's prayers together. 
Outside of our time together many parishioners make it part of their daily lives to pray the prayers of the 

parish community. You are invited to participate in your own way.

Thanks be to God
for Anthony Pandolfe and Meghan Wrinn as the parish staff gets ready for a new 
program year;
for the generosity of this congregation in providing school supplies for local children;
for times of rest and refreshment; 
for those discerning a call to serve this community more deeply;
for the generosity of this congregation in pledging and giving; 
for all the blessings of our lives, and for the faith, fellowship, and ministries of this parish.

Your prayers are requested
for the Rt. Rev Jonathan Folts who has announced his plan to retire as bishop of South Dakota 
at the end of 2027;
for the people of Colombia and Indonesia as they recover from the recent earthquakes; 
for students and educators as a new school year begins;
for areas of the world plagued by wildfires, dangerous storms, and flooding;
for an end to the war in Iran;
for a path to sustained peace in Israel, Palestine, Russia, and Ukraine;
for the elected leaders of the United States that they will govern with wisdom, compassion, 
and concern for the poor and outcast;
for an end to gun violence in this country and the courage for each of us to work toward that;
for all LGBTQI+ people who face bias and violence each and every day;
for members and friends of the parish who are sick, sorrowful, or in any kind of trouble, 
including Eileen Aiken, Reginald Brulotte, Jinny Buracchi, Connie Cliffe, JoAnne Connor, Bea 
Comstock, Tony Custodio, Evelyn, Sherley Furgueson, Nancy Gould, Ethel, Julia, and Jim 
Gribbins, Hazel, Erin Kraten, Dorothy Rider, Dione Solan, Gary Young, Jean Shaw, Nancy and 
Mel Chaney, Ken, Benjamin, Carrey Wing, Eugene, Gwen Riggio and Marsha Birch;  

Please note that any names on the prayer list will remain for a period of one month. At the end of each 
calendar month, the list will be cleared. If you would like to continue to have a name on the list, please 

contact the office after the first of the month.

for the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, including Trinity College, Hartford; Berkeley 
Divinity School, New Haven; The Episcopal Church at Yale, New Haven; The Episcopal Church 
at UCONN, Storrs;
for the Anglican Communion, including the Church in the Province of the West Indies.

We commend to God’s never-failing care 
those who have died, remembering especially Ed Birch who died this week and Carolyn 
Timmerman as she is commended to God; the dead in the Nepal flooding; the civilians and 
military personnel who have died in wars around the world; the dead in the ongoing violence 
in Sudan, Congo, Ukraine, Russia, Israel, and Gaza; in the Ebola outbreak in central Africa; in 
gun violence around this country; those who are dying in climate-related disasters; immigrants 
who have died seeking a better life; and for U.S. civilians and service personnel who have died 
in the line of duty;

and all whom we love but see no more.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________
ANNOUNCEMENTS

______________________________________________________________________________
Monday Bible Study (formerly held on Tuesday!) begins September 14 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall. You are invited to join the discussion of the Nicene Creed - what is it, why do we 
say it, how do we understand it today? Even if you have never attended, know that you are 
welcome.
Tuesday Bible Study resumes September 15 at 10:00 a.m. with the Gospel of John. We have a 
few copies of the 2-part N.T. Wright study of John that will be a guide for our time with this last 
gospel. If you would like to purchase a copy, each volume is $20 (total of $40 for both). You may, 
of course, order it from your local bookseller (John for Everyone, Parts 1 & 2).
Morning Eucharist will be held on Tuesday at 11:15 a.m. in the chancel (choir area) of the 
church.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Westbrook Food Pantry Needs
Please continue to bring non-perishable food items for our neighbors at the Westbrook Food 
Pantry. Donations are collected each Sunday after morning services.
For the next two weeks we will collect pasta and sauce.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Bill’s Blessings
Thanks to the dedication of our volunteers and the support of our parishioners, we continue to 
provide basic necessities to our Soup Kitchen guests. 
For the next two weeks we will collect personal care wipes.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
A Sacred Place is in need of baby supplies for the children born to women in the York 
Correctional Institution. Please drop any of the following into the bin in the Narthex:
0-3 month clothing, unisex pacifiers, infant books, baby rattles, baby memory books (keepsake), 
baby soap/shampoo, and size 1 diapers.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Rummage Sale - Volunteers Needed!
The Rummage Sale committee has already been hard at work preparing for our October 3rd
sale. Our parish volunteers make this long-standing tradition a success. As of now, we are
short on volunteers. You may be surprised how fun it is to work on this sale, and any time you
can give is helpful. 
Please contact Patti Pickering (pattipickering@comcast.net, 860 510-1916)
or Yolanda Lowe (yolandalowe1@gmail.com, 860 463-5596) to sign up and help make our
Rummage Sale a huge success.

Silent Auction Donations
Please consider donating to our upcoming Silent Auction! We welcome gift certificates, 
restaurant dinners, steam train tickets, local experiences, services, and other unique items that 
would make great auction offerings.
To arrange a donation or submit item details, please contact Jenny at 
jennyholland29@gmail.com or Peter at pholland2@gmail.com.
Thank you for your generosity and support!
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Donate here to support St. John’s Ministries

CLERGY & PARISH STAFF 	 	 	
	
The Rev. Dr. Elaine Ellis Thomas, Rector
elaine@stjohnsessex.org/860.767.8095 x.12


Anthony Pandolfe Jr., Director of Music & Organist
anthony@stjohnsessex.org/ 860.767.8095 x.17

Meghan Wrinn, Parish Administrator
meghan@stjohnsessex.org/860.767.8095

Manuel Matute, Sexton

Dayle Larson, Bookkeeper

VOLUNTEER MINISTRY LEADERS
Mary Bowers, Bill’s Blessings & Soup Kitchen Ministry
Ernie Brainard, Candle Master
Marlene Going, Weekly Food Collection
Sandy Loether, Newcomers Committee
Jennifer Miller, Meal Ministry
Stephanie Patterson, Altar Guild
Peggy Tuttle, Pastoral Care Card Ministry
Kevin Walsh, Mission and Justice Committee
VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONALS
Clio Coles, Assistant Treasurer
John Rogers, Treasurer 
treasurer@stjohnsessex.org 
Bill Scharfenstein, Building and Grounds
Charlie Walden, Investment Oversight Committee

VESTRY Wesley Henry, Warden; Jan Perruccio, Warden; Peter Holland, Vestry Secretary; 
John Rogers, Treasurer; Lois Blood Bennett, Linda Board, Grace Horner-Breault, Pam 
duPont, Chip Goodrich, Donna Moeller, Jane Riggio, Kevin Walsh

WORSHIP
SUNDAYS| Holy Eucharist — 8:00 & 10:15 a.m.

TUESDAYS | Bible Study is on hiatus until September
TUESDAYS |Midweek Holy Eucharist — 11:15 a.m.

.
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3 Cross Street,/(P.O. Box 422) Essex, CT 06426
860.767.8095 | www.stjohnsessex.org

http://www.stjohnsessex.org

